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OOstvaardersland
Strengthening the economy and ecology of the Netherlands

COlOphOn
This leaflet is made by the 
Province of Flevoland, The Netherlands

Contact information:
E-mail:  oostvaarderswold@flevoland.nl
Telephone: 0031 (0)320 265 702
Website:  www.flevoland.nl/oostvaarderswold 
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OOstvaardersland

Forty years ago, this area was the last reclamation project in the Netherlands. Now it is being 
transformed into a new natural habitat, based on the conviction that we can thus make an 
important contribution to the nature, spatial and economic development of the Netherlands  
and Europe. 

Oostvaardersland will be a new 15,000-hectare nature reserve and recreational area in the 
province of Flevoland. This area is created by connecting the Oostvaardersplassen, a young 
nature reserve measuring approximately 5,600 hectares, to the Horsterwold, the biggest 
deciduous forest in the Netherlands, by means of a new area: OostvaardersWold. This connection 
is made possible by converting 1,800 hectares of agricultural land in the middle of Flevoland. 
Oostvaardersland will be a nature reserve and recreational area of international standing. Large 
grazing animals such as konik horses, heck cattle and red deer will be free to range. In the 
Netherlands, recreational users will have more likelihood of coming face to face with these 
impressive animals in this area than anywhere else.

The concept of Oostvaardersland
Many nature reserves are far away from population centres and have only a single function. Oostvaardersland 
is located in the centre of the Netherlands, only 40 miles from Amsterdam, and combines many possibilities. 
This makes the area a stimulus for quality improvement, competitiveness and welfare for the entire region. 
It is up to the government and market parties to exploit these opportunities. 

Oostvaardersland is having a big effect on the ecology, recreation and economy. The combination of these 
three characteristics makes Oostvaardersland unique in the Netherlands and attractive on a European scale:
• Oostvaardersland is a nature reserve of international standing owing to the character of the landscape, 

the wealth of species, accessibility and the opportunity to see large animals up close. 
• With Oostvaardersland, the Netherlands will be satisfying the European agreement to further develop 

biodiversity and preserve the natural environment of delta areas. 
• Oostvaardersland may well become the fourth biggest international tourist attraction in the Netherlands. 

Alongside the Amsterdam canal area, the Bulb Fields and the Zaanse Schans, Oostvaardersland offers 
visitors a uniquely Dutch experience. 

• In the immediate vicinity of Oostvaardersland nature reserve, there are a great many development possibilities 
for creating business accommodation for high-value companies. The area around Oostvaardersland may 
become the third high-value business district in the metropolitan region of Amsterdam.
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Oostvaardersland to be completed in 2014 
It has been agreed with the Ministry of Nature, Agriculture and Food Quality that the Oostvaardersplassen 
connecting area will be completed in 2014. This area connects the Oostvaardersplassen and the 
Horsterwold, creating Oostvaardersland. The project is progressing entirely according to plan, which is 
quite extraordinary for the Netherlands.

Now that the first layout work has already begun, Oostvaardersland is beginning to acquire its desired 
form. The first walking route in the OostvaardersWold has already been opened and the first areas of 
nature reserve have been already laid out! The first earth moving operations will start in the winter of 
2010-2011. The new Nature Activities Centre will open in 2013 and is expected to welcome 150,000 visitors 
a year. 

All of this has been achieved in a very short period thanks to close cooperation between the municipalities 
of Almere, Lelystad and Zeewolde, the Zuiderzeeland water board, the Province of Flevoland, the Forestry 
Commission and the Ministry of Nature, Agriculture and Food Quality.



8 9

Climate-prOOf

It is the ambition of the Netherlands to ensure that it can continue to grow economically while 
also focusing on climate management, water storage and more sustainable production. In other 
words, a real future for our children. Oostvaardersland is making a strong contribution to this.  

A new natural environment compensates for CO2 emissions
Oostvaardersland is contributing to the Netherlands’ climate targets. The area will compensate for 
188,000 tonnes of CO2 emissions. This corresponds to the annual emissions of 21,000 households. 
Companies can also purchase CO2-rights from Oostvaardersland in order to achieve climate-neutral 
production.

From flooding to water storage
Thanks to Oostvaardersland, the sustainable water system will be expanded by four million cubic 
metres. There will be no flooding despite the amount of rain. This is important because Southern 
Flevoland is one of the lowest-lying regions in the Netherlands and, without adequate measures, will 
certainly face considerable flooding. 

Increasing the natural habitat of large grazing animals solves a lot of problems 
Oostvaardersland has successfully resolved the recurring problem of the welfare of large grazing 
animals in the Oostvaardersplassen. Now that this area has been opened up, these animals can find 
shelter in the woods and there is a greater guarantee of food throughout the year.
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resilient nature

The way in which the Netherlands shapes its National Ecological Network is unique in the world. 
This National Ecological Network is a coherent network of existing and planned nature areas in 
the Netherlands and is at the heart of Dutch nature conservation policy. OostvaardersWold is 
an important link in this Ecological Network: it connects the most valuable and biggest nature 
reserves in the Netherlands. 
The area is giving an enormous impetus to conserving biodiversity and typical delta wildlife in 
the Netherlands and Europe. It is partly a compensation in nature for the growing cities and 
more highways in the Netherlands.

Oostvaardersland strengthens biodiversity 
The Dutch government has agreed with the European Union that biodiversity must not decline further 
in the Netherlands. The biggest threat to nature in the Netherlands is gradual erosion of the natural 
environment. The best remedy for this is the National Ecological Network, of which Oostvaardersland is a 
crucial component. Species that are under threat, such as the sea-eagle, the raven, otters and beavers, 
will get a new chance in Oostvaardersland.

The Netherlands is responsible for delta wildlife
With its typical delta wildlife, the Netherlands is unique in Europe, and Oostvaardersland is a fine example 
of this. This means that the Netherlands is responsible for conserving the species that live in this delta 
environment. Strengthening this environment is therefore not only logical but essential for the place that 
the Netherlands occupies in the ecosystems of the surrounding countries.

Broad support from wildlife organisations
The creation of Oostvaardersland is being promoted by seven wildlife and environmental organisations in 
the Netherlands. They have developed a shared vision. Oostvaardersland is part of this, which makes it  
a precondition for the further growth of a healthy, liveable, high-density urban network.
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The need for recreational facilities in the metropolitan area of Amsterdam is increasing. People 
are leaving the city to go out for the day more often. Because of fast growing auto-mobility, more 
recreation is needed in the immediate area. Oostvaardersland provides a robust nature reserve 
and recreational area that will considerably increase recreational facilities for the metropolitan 
area of Amsterdam   

Oostvaardersland provides a wide variety of recreational facilities 
Oostvaardersland provides a wide variety of recreational facilities. You can take an afternoon walk or a 
day out with the family, but the area also provides sufficient possibilities for two weeks’ holiday. A special 
feature is that you can go off the paved paths into the wilderness and come face to face with big game 
animals. Everything from comfort to adventure will be there in a single area. In the long term, 2 million 
people will visit the area every year.

The huge scale of Oostvaardersland is untypically Dutch
Oostvaardersland is a single nature reserve and recreational area covering 15,000 hectares. 

Oostvaardersland makes the Oostvaardersplassen accessible to the public
The size of Oostvaardersland will make the Oostvaardersplassen less vulnerable. Because of this, safaris 
will be possible, for example, in which the herds of large grazing animals and other seldom-seen wildlife 
can be observed at close quarters. Moreover, Oostvaardersplassen will soon be more accessible for cyclists 
and walkers. 

reCreatiOn in  
aCCessible nature



Existing/new

Recreational routes

Canoeing routes

Scenic view

Recreational countryside

Camping site

Bungalow park

Golf course

Recreational forest

Beach

Boarding canoes

Catering

Visitors’ centre

Parking area

Area for recreational
functions
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eCOnOmiC perspeCtive 

Oostvaardersland is adding a new economic impetus to the northern part of the metropolitan 
area of Amsterdam. It is promoting a new economy with extra jobs, and considerable investment 
in the building industry and the building ambitions of two cities nearby.

Its scale, the variety of facilities that it will have in the future and its accessibility are putting 
Oostvaardersland on the map nationally and internationally. It is acting as a flywheel for the 
tourism/recreation industry, service industries and businesses.

The building industry can start work now 
Oostvaardersland is providing a strong impetus for the Dutch building industry. In the period 2010-2014, 
200 million euros will be invested in orders for road and waterway construction, earth-moving and area 
development. This will result in 1,200 man-years of work. 

More than five million cubic metres of land will be moved in the area. This corresponds to no less than 
200,000 truck-loads of sand. If they were queued together, they would reach from Amsterdam to Moscow. 
What’s more, South Flevoland is getting a new infrastructure: 40 kilometres of walking paths, 80 kilometres 
of cycling paths, 10 kilometres of roads and 6 ecoducts.

Fostering a new economy 
Oostvaardersland is making a major contribution to the Dutch economy. The business accommodation that 
it is providing is of great interest for the headquarters of multinationals, organisations associated with 
‘planet’ values, businesses and financial service providers, research and development centres, congress 
and conference centres, wellness resorts and healthcare centres.

In time, Oostvaardersland will provide a growth in employment of 6,200 jobs. And these are new jobs and 
a new economy, not simply relocation of an existing economy!

Various educational institutes have shown interest in including Oostvaardersland in their curricula. The 
first entrepreneurs have already applied to relocate their companies to Oostvaardersland.


